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There are up to 1000 olfactory receptor (OR) genes in mice and humans, yet each olfactory neuron
appears to express only a single allele of a single OR gene. In the July Nature Neuroscience, Serizawa et
al. succeed in detecting the expression of a mouse OR gene that they have introduced on a 200 kb chunk
of DNA (Nature Neuroscience 2000, 3:687-693). Expression from a single OR gene is always seen,
even when two identical genes labeled with different marker proteins integrate at the same genomic site,
or when the integrated gene and its normal genomic counterpart are both examined. This suggests that a
gene is selected for expression via a stochastic, local process, after which expression from other genes
(even those with identical sequences) is prevented.
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